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2 Samuel  xxIv.  14. 

And  David  faid  unto  Gad^  I am  in  a great  Jlralt : 
Let  us  fall  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord^  for  his 
mercies  are  great  : and  let  me  not  fall  into  the 
hand  of  man^ 

1.  HE  occafion  of  the  alarming  judgment,  inflicled 
on  the  nation  of  Ifrael,  referred  to  in  thefe  words,  is 
related  in  the  preceding  context  ; It  was  the  lin  of 
David  in  taking  a cenfus  of  them,  from  a vain  con- 
fidence in  their  number,  as  his  fecurity  againfi:  for- 
eign invafion,  inftead  of  trufting  in  the  omnipotent 
arm  of  the  God  of  IffaeL  For  we  are  informed  at 
the  firfi:  verfe  of  this  chapter,  “ That  the  anger  of 
the  Lord  was  kindled  againfi:  Ifrael,  and  he  moved 
David  againfi:  them,  to  fay,  Go  number  Ifrael  and 
judah  'A  by  which  we  are  not  to  underhand,  that 
God  moved  him  to  that  meafiire  by  any  pofitive  in- 
f uence  on  his  will ; for  that  would  make  him  the 
our  of  fin.  In  this  fenfe,  as  the  apoftle  James 
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fays,  God  tempts  no  man,  nor  can  lie  himfelf  be 
tempted  of  evil  : but  he  permitted  Satan  to  take 
advantage  of  the  pride  and  ambition  which  at  that 
time  prevailed  in  the  heart  of  David,  to  inftigate 
him  to  do  a thing  which  would,  bring  on  his  people 
a public  judgment,  as  a juft  puniftiment  of  their  ftns, 
by  which  they  had  provoked  the  anger  of  the  Lord. 

Numbering  the  people  was  not  in  itfelf  finful  and 
oftenfive  to  God ; for 'this,  in  civil  communities,  may 
be  necelfary,  in  order  to  j.n  equal  afteffment  of  tax- 
es, and  a due  proportion  of  levies  in  a neceftary  war 
for  the  common  defence  : but  the  lin  of  David  was 
his  trufting  in  his  numbers  for  fafety,  putting  his 
truft  in  creatures  inftead  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and 
eftimating  the  fuccefs  of  his  martial  enterprizes  by 
the  fuperior  number  of  his  forces.  This  fubjecfed 
him  to  that  divine  curfe.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Curfed 
be  the  man  that  trufteth  in  man,  and  maketh  flefti 
his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord. 
He  had  loft  a fenfe  of  the  fovereign  influence  of  the 
God  of  armies  in  the  events  of  war,  and  of  his  de- 
pendence on  the  almighty  arm  for  aid,  protedion, 
and  facccfs.  His  heart  had  departed  from  the  Lord, 
and  he  was  glorying  in  the  number  of  his  forces. 
Upon  reflection  he  was  brought  to  a fenfe  of  his  guilt, 
and  penitently  confcfled  his  ftn  and  folly.  And  Da- 
vld^s  heart  fmote  him  after  he  had  numbered  the 
people  : and  David  faid  unto  the  Lord,  I have  fin- 
ned greatly  in  that  I have  done  ; and  now  I befeech 
thee  to  take  away  the  iniquity  of  thy  fervant,  for  I 
have  done  very  foolifhly.  But  the  honor  of  God 
made  it  necefl'ary  that  he  fliould  teftify  his  difpleafure 
at  this  fm  of  David,  and  give  Ifrael  an  awful  demon- 
ftration  of  the  impiety  and  folly  of  departing  from 
him,  and  trufting  in  creatures.  Accordingly  the 
prophet  was  fent  to  him,  to  give  him  his  choice  of 
three  public  judgments  ; either  f even  years  famine  in 
the  land^  or  to  flee  three  months  before  his  enemies^  or 
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three  days pejlilence  m the  land.  In  the  parallel  paffage, 
I Chron.  xxi.  12,  only  three  years  famine  are  men- 
tioned ; but  the  paffages  are  eaiily  reconciled  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  land  had  then  fuffered  famine  up- 
wards of  three  years,  for  the  lin  of  Saul  in  his  attempt 
to  deftroy  the  Gibeonites,  in  violation  of  the  faith  of 
the  folemn  treaty  Joihua  had  made  with  them  ; and 
what  the  prophet  propofes  is,  the  famine  fliould  be 
continued  three  years  longer,  as  a punilliment  of  the 
fin  of  David  in  numbering  the  people,  fo  as  in  its 
whole  duration  to  complete  the  term  of  feven  years. 
The  account  in  Samuel  comprehends  the  whole  du- 
ration of  the  famine  for  both  the  fin  of  Saul  and  of 
David,  but  in  Chronicles  only  the  three  additional 
years  of  famine  for  the  fin  of  David  are  mentioned. 

One  or  other  of  the  three  judgments  muft  be  in- 
flicted for  the  vindication  of  the  divine  holinefs.  Da- 
vid was  left  to  take  his  choice.  On  this  occafion  his 
mind  was  thrown  into  a flate  of  great  agitation. 
The  reafon  of  his  diftrefs  was  not  any  hefitation  to 
determine  which  of  the  judgments  ta  prefer,  but  that 
his  people  fhould  fuffer  a public  defolating  calamity 
for  his  fin  and  folly.  This  reflection  pained  his  heart, 
and  by  a fenfe  of  juftice  and  a paternal  regard  to 
them,  he  earneftly  prays  that  the  threatened  calamity 
might  be  averted  from  them,  and  that  he  might  be 
made  the  vi(S:im  of  divine  vengeance.  “ And  Da- 
vid fpake  unto  the  Lord  when  he  faw  the  angel  that 
fmote  the  people,  and  faid,  Lo,  I have  finned  and 
done  wickedly  j but  thefe  fheep,  what  have  they 
done  ? Let  thine  hand,  I pray  thee,  be  againft  me,  and 
againfl:  my  father’s  houfe.”  He  feems  to  think  that 
the  people  ought  not  to  fuffer  for  the  fms  of  their  rul- 
ers, and  that  thefe  alone,  in  fuch  cafes,  fhould  be  the 
fubjecls  of  divine  punifhment.  But,  though  he  was 
the  principal  criminal  in  the  affair  of  numbering  the 
people,  from  a finful  confidence  in  their  flrcngth  and 
numbers,  yet  they  alfo  had  provoked  tlic  Lord  to  an- 
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ger  by  their  fins,  and  among  other  things,  by  their 
demand  on  Samuel  to  make  them  a king,, to"  judge 
them  like  all  the  nations,  by  which  they  rejected  the 
Lord  that  he  fhould  not  reign  over  them.  For  thefe 
reafons  he  permitted  David,  under  the  influence  of 
a criminal  ambition,  to  number  the  people,  that  he 
might  bring  upon  them  that  puniihment  for  their 
fins,  which  juftice  demanded. 

One  of  the  judgments  propofed  was  to  be  inflicted 
by  the  inftrumientality  of  men  ; the  other,  bv  the 
immediate  hand  of  God.  David  chofe  the  latter, 
from  a full  convidtion,  the  calamity  would  not  be  fo 
great  and  diftrefling,  if  inflicted  by  the  hand  of  God, 
as  it  would  be  if  they  fliould  be  delivered  up  to  the 
will  and  power  of  their  cruel,  inveterate  enemies. 

From  this  view  of  the  words,  in  their  connexion 
with  the  context,  the  following  obfervations  natur- 
ally arife  for  our  inftruction  and  improvement,  viz. 

That  the  infliction  of  temporal  judgments  on  fin- 
ful,  impenitent  nations,  is  necefl'ary  to  ferve  the 
wife  ends  of  th^  holy  government  of  God  over  this 
world  ; to  teftify  his  juft  difpleafure  at  fm,  and  to 
maintain  in  the  minds  of  his  intelligent  creatures,  a 
reverence  of  his  laws  and  authority  : and. 

That  wdien  judgments  are  necefiary,  it  is  to  be 
defired  that  they  may  be  inflicted  by  the  immediate 
hand  of  God,  rather  than  that  we  fhould  fall  into 
the  hands  of  men,  and  be  given  up  to  their  pleafure. 

On  the  firft  of  thefe  propofitions  I wmuld  obferve, 
that  the  government  of  God,  over  this  w^orld,  is 
moral,  as  vtH  as  natural.  He  not  only  fupports  and 
prefer ves  the  life  and  being  of  all  his  creatures  bv 
the  energy  of  his  power,  and  overrules  all  the  events 
of  time,  to  fubferve  the  purpofes  of  his  mofl  holy 
will ; but  alfo  governs  his  rational  creatures  by  good, 
jufi,  and  holy  laws,  adapted  to  their  capacities,  and 
to  their  obligations  to  him  and  to  one  another  ; 
founded  in  the  reafon  and  relations  of  things  : and 
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God,  as  the  juft  and  holy  Governor  of  the  world, 
hath  enforced  thefe  laws,  to  which  mankind  are  fub- 
jecfted  as  the  rules  of  their  moral  behavior,  by  the 
promifes  of  rewards  to  the  obedient,  and  threaten*, 
ings  of  puniihments  againft  the  tranfgreffor  ; and 
the  wife  defign  of  the  penal  fanflions  annexed  to  his 
laws,  is  to  encourage  virtue,  to  difcountenance  vice, 
maintain  order,  and  promote  the  good  and  happinefs 
♦of  his  moral  creation,  as  well  as  the  manifeftation  of 
his  own  glory.  Hence  refults  the  neceffity  of  inflicf- 
ing  due  punifliment  on  the  impenitent  tranfgreffors 
of  his  laws.  That  would  not  be  efteemed  a wife  or 
juft  government,  which  fuffered  the  flagrant  tranf- 
greffion  of  the  rules  of  order,  peace,  and  juftice,  to 
go  unpuniflied.  Such  a government  would  be  in- 
conflftent  with  the  very  end  for  which  government 
is  inftituted  ; the  maintaining  of  order  and  public 
virtue,  and  promoting  the  good  and  happinefs,  of  fo- 
ciety.  Inftead  of  being  a terror,  it  would  be  an  en- 
couragement to  evil  doers  ; and  it  would  be  much 
the  fame,  where  laws  are  guarded  with  the  beft  fanc- 
tions,  if  thofe  laws  are  never  executed  ; they  would 
be  regarded  only  as  fcare-crows,  and  would  prove 
the  occafion  of  increaflng  the  vices  they  were  de- 
figned  to  prevent  ; and  if  vice  were  not  puniihed, 
but  the  wicked  were  always  fuffered  to  go  on  and 
profper  in  their  wickednefs,  how  would  it  appear 
that  the  Lord  loveth  righteoufnefs  and  hateth  in- 
iquity ? 

It  is  true,  as  to  individuals,  that  they  are  feldom 
dealt  with  in  this  world  according  to  their  real  char- 
afters,  and  no  judgment  can  be  made  of  their  ftate, 
whether  they  are  objefts  of  the  divine  love  or  ha- 
tred, from  the  common  difpenfations  of  Providence  : 
on  the  contrary,  the  righteous  are  often  viflted  with 
great  and  manifold  affliftions,  while  thofe  who  live 
without  God  in  the  world  profper,  and  fpread  like  a 
gx*een  bay-tree.  And  it  cannot  be  otherwife  ‘in  the 
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prcfent  probationary  Hate  ; for  if  individuals  were 
treated  according  to  the  rule  of  ftrid  diilributive 
juftice,  there  would  be  no  room  left  either  for  the  trial 
of  virtue,  or  the  exercife  of  mercy  : Therefore,  the  re- 
wards and  punilhments  proportioned  to  their  refpec- 
tive  characters  and  dcferts,  arc  chiefly  referved  for  a 
future  flate,  in  which  God  will  render  to  every  one 
according  to  his  w^orks,  whether  they  have  been 
good,  or  whether  they  have  been  evil.  But  as  to 
communities,  or  collective  bodies  of  men,  united  by 
the  bonds  of  civil  fociety,  and  under  the  regulation 
of  certain  laws,  the  rectitude  of  the  moral  Governor 
of  the  world  engages  him  to  treat  them  according  to 
their  general  moral  character  ; to  blefs  the  obedient 
and  virtuous  with  temporal  profperity  and  happi- 
nefs,  and  to  puniih  a finful,  impenitent  people,  with 
temporal  judgments.  This  is  the  ftanding  rule  of 
his  providential  government  over  the  nations  of  this 
earth.  (Jerem.  xviii.  7 — ii.)  “At  what  inftant  I 
fhail  fpeak  concerning  a nation,  and  concerning  a 
kingdom,  to  pluck  up,  and  to  pull  down  and  deftroy 
it  ; if  that  nation  againfl;  whom  I have  pronounced, 
turn  from  their  evil,  I will  repent  of  the  evil  that  1 
thought  to  do  unto  them  : And  at  what  inftant  I 
lliall  fpeak  concerning  a nation,  and  concerning  a 
kingdom,  to  build  and  to  plant  it  ; if  it  do  evil  in 
my  ftght,  that  it  obey  not  my  voice,  then  I will  re- 
pent of  the  good  wherewith  I faid  I would  benefit 
them.’’  Conformable  to  this  folemn  declaration,  has 
been  the  conduct  of  divine  Providence  toward  the 
nations  of  the  earth  through  every  paft  age.  When 

a nation  has  been  obedient  to  the  voice  of  God 

when  public  virtue  has  been  their  general  character, 
they  have  been  blefled  with  peace,  profperity,  and 
happinefs  ; and  when  a nation,  who  have  become 
corrupt  and  degenerate,  have  been  vifited  with  judo'- 
ments,  and  threatened  with  ruin,  have  repented  of 
their  fins,  and  turned  from  their  evil  ways,  God  has 
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averted  from  tliem  the  threatened  dehriiclion  ; but 
when  his  judgments  have  proved  inefte^lual  to  re- 
claim them,  they  have  linaliy  been  given  up  to  ruin, 
All  hiftory  confirms  the  trutli  of  thefe  oblervations, 
and  prefents  to  our  view  inflrucliye  examples  and 
warnings  of  the  deftrudion  which  vice,  perhiled  in, 
brings  on  nations  and  kingdoms. 

The  common  calamities  individuals  fufFer,  and  the 
ruin  brought  on  impenitent  nations  for  their  fins,  is 
no  evidence  that  God  is  an  auftere  being ; on  the 
contrary,  our  own  experience,  as  well  as  the  declar- 
ations of  his  word,  may  fatisfy  us  that  he  is  gracious, 
and  full  of  compaffion.  He  folemnly  aflures  us,  that 
he  delights  not  in  the  death  of  fniners,  and  with 
bowels  of  tender  mercy  befeeches  them  to  turn  unto' 
him,  in  the  only  way  of  reconciliation  through  Jefus 
Chrifl,  that  they  may  live  and  be  happy.  His  com- 
pafTionate  language  to  thofe  who  are  trampling  on 
his  authority,  and  provoking  him  to  anger,  is,  Turn 
ye,  turn  ye  ! why  will  ye  die  ? As  I live,  faith  the 
Lord,!  have  no  delight  in  the  death  of  the  fmner-, 
but  that  he  fhould  turn  unto  me,  and  live.  But  if 
men  will,  in  contempt  of  the  divine  authority,  and 
abufe  of  his  goodnefs,  forbearance,  and  long-fuffering, 
and  notwithftanding  all  his  merciful  calls,  warnings, 
and  entreaties,  perfift  in  ways  which  they  are  fore- 
warned will  end  in  their  ruin,  is  God  unrighteous  if 
he  takes  vengeance  ? Surely,  no.  It  is  fit,  it  is  right, 
and  neceffary  for  the  honor  of  his  government,  that 
he  fhould  vifit  fuch  impenitent  finners  with  his  iudg- 
ments  ; and  if  they  refufe  to  hearken  to  his  voice.^, 
and  turn  from  their  evil  ways,  that  he  fliould  bring 
utter  deflrucUon  upon  them,  to  teftify  his  holy  dih 
pleafure  at  fin,  and  to  fhew  that  it  is  an  evil  and  bit- 
ter thing  to  depart  from  him  ; for  fhould  he  fuffer 
them  to  go  unpunifhed,  it  would  not  appear  that  he 
is  that  pure  and  holy  Being  which  his  word  declares 
him  to  be,  and  that  fin  is  the  abominable  thing  which 
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he  h Hteth.  Their  being  vihted  with  judgments  is 
necciTary  to  ihew  the  holinefs  of  his  natute  and  rec- 
titude of  his  government,  and  to  put  a reftraint  on 
the  lulls  which  reign  in  the  hearts  of  men  ; to  pre- 
vent evil,  and  to  promote  order  and  virtue  in  the 
world, 

Let  us  rentember,  with  fear  and  trembling,  the  an- 
cient nations  of  the  earth,  who  were  profperous  and 
happy  while  virtue  was  their  chara(Ter,  but  have  long 
fince  been  deftroyed,  and  are  fet  forth  as  examples  to 
us  of  the  righteous  vengeance  of  God,  and  warnings 
of  our  danger  : for  we  fliould  not  think  that  they 
were  finuxcrs  above  all  others,  becaufe  they  were  de- 
ftroyed by  the  judgments  of  Heaven  ; but  attend 
with  folemn  awe  to  that  alarming  declaration  from 
the  lips  of  Eternal  Truth^^I  tell  you,  nay  ; but  ex- 
cept ye  repent,  ye  Ihajl  all  likewife  perilh.  The  fame 
fins  are  found  in  the  midll  of  us,  which  have  brought 
ruin  on  other  nations  in  ages  pall.  Is  there  not  a 
vifible  declenlion  of  religion,  and  depravity  of  man- 
ners ? open  contempt  of  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  ? Are 
not  profanity,  pride,  covetouinefs,  hatred,  malice, 
revenge,  intemperance,  uncleannefs,  flander,  fraud, 
injullice,  and  oppreffion,  prevailing  fins  ? And  may 
we  not  expe6l  that  thefe  fins,  perfifted  in,  will  finally 
bring  ruin  upon  us,  unlefs  God  Ihould  deviate  from 
the  Hated  rule  of  his  providential  government  ? ef- 
pecially  as  all  our  fins  are  attended  with  peculiar  ag- 
gravations, arifing  from  the  fuperior  light  and  privi- 
leges we  enjoy  above  others,  which  make  us  deferving 
of  a forer  punilhmente  It  is  in  vain  to  hope  we  lhall 
cfcape  ruin,  unlefs  we  repent  ; for  if  we  will  not  be 
reformed  by  the  judgments  we  are  fuffering,  we  may 
exped  to  be  punilhed  yet  more  for  our  iniquity,  till 
we  lhail  be  either  reformed  or  deftroyed.  The  unit- 
ed power  and  policy  pf  creatures  cannot  fruftrate  the 
determination  of  the  Almighty.  Though  hand  join 
in  hand,  the  wicked  lhall  not  gp  unpiinilhed. . God 


has  power  and  means  to  acconiplifli  his  threatenings, 
as  well  as  his  promifes.  He  has  a variety  of  judg- 
ments to  puniili  and  deftroy  an  impenitent  people  ; 
feme  are  inflided  more  immediately  by  his  own  hand, 
as  drought,  famine,  and  peftilence.  Thofe  who  are 
vilited  with  thefe  judgments,  may  be  faid,  with  pe- 
culiar propriety,  to  fall  into  his  hands.  Other  judg- 
ments are  brought  on  impenitent  nations,  by  the  in- 
ftrumentality  of  creatures,  fuch  as  the  fore  calamity 
of  war,  which  proceeds  immediately  from  the  lufts 
of  pride,  ambition,  and  revenge,  which  are  at  war  in 
the  hearts  of  men.  Yet  war  is  one  of  the  moft 
dreadful  judgments  of  Heaven.  God,  by  permitting 
the  lufts  of  men's  hearts  to  break  forth  in  wars  and 
fightings,  makes  ufe  of  the  nations,  as  inftruments 
in  his  hand,  to  execute  his  vengeance,  and  to  puniili 
one  another  for  their  fins.  Thus,  Nebuchadnezzar 
was  prompted  to  engage  in  war,  and  invade  the  ter- 
ritories of  his  peaceable  neighbours,  by  the  reigning 
luft  of  lawlefs  power  and  domination.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  facred  volume  teaches  us  to  view  him  as  an 
inftrument  in  the  hand  of  God,  to  accomplillx  the 
ends  of  his  moral  government.  God  exprefsly  calls 
him  the  rod  of  his  anger ^ his  battle-axe  and  weapons  of 
%var^  to  punifti  and  deftroy  the  nations  which  refiifed 
to  obey  ftis  voice. 

While,  therefore,  we  condemn  and  deteft  the  evil 
principles  which  lead  men  to  make  war,  we  fliould 
look  to  a higher  caufe,  and  confider  them  as  inftru- 
ments in  the  divine  hand  to  punifh  us  for  our  fins. 
God  is  to  be  acknowledged  and  adored  as  the  Au- 
thor of  all  our  aftii<ftions,  whether  they  come  imme- 
diately from  his  hand,  or  from  the  lufts  of  men  by 
his  permifiion. 

The  hand  of  the  Almighty  Sovereign  is  ftretched 
out  over  this  guilty  land  at  the  prefen t day,  in  a va- 
riety of  public  judgments,  fome  of  which  we  feel, 
and  others  we  have  reafon  to  fear.  In  fuch  an  alarm- 
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iag  JG-tuation,  when  thefe  judgments  are  necelTary  for 
our  correction  and  amendment,  and  to  vindicate  the 
honor  of  the  divine  government. 

We  are  dire&d,  by  the  example  of  the  royal 
fpeaker  in  the  text,  what  choice  we  Ihould  make  : 
We  fhould  prefer  thofe  judgments  which  are  inflicted 
by  the  more  immediate  hand  of  God,  to  our  falling 
into  the  hands  of  men  ; being  given  up  to  the  power 
and  will  of  vindictive  mortals,  to  unfheathe  the  de- 
Itroying  fword  againfl  us  ; and  for  this  vceighty  rea- 
fon,  that  his  mercies  are  great.  We  therefore  have 
the  higheft  reafon  to  hope  for  more  favorable  treat- 
ment from  a merciful  God,  wdiofe  nature  is  infi- 
nitely remote  from  cruelty,  than  from  finful,  imper- 
fect creatures,  who  are  apt  to  be  governed  more  by 
furious  paiTions  than  calm  reafon,  in  their  afts  of 
revenge. 

We  have  the  higrheft  afrurance,  from  the  abfolute 
perfection  of  the  divine  nature,  that  God  cannot  do 
injuitice  to  his  creatures,  and  from  his  benevolence 
and  mercy,  that  he  is  ever  ready  to  pardon  the  of- 
fences of  the  moft  unworthy  and  ill-deferving,  for 
the  fake  of  Clirift,  and  to  confer  upon  them  all  the 
good  they  are  capable  of  enjoying.  This  is  agreea- 
ble to  the  doctrine  of  Scripture,  and  verified  in  our 
own  daily  experience.  Though  we  are  in  the  hand 
of  God,  as  the  clay  is  in  the  hand  of  the  potter,  to 
do  with  us  as  feemeth  good  unto  him,  and  he  could 
eafily  crufli  us  to  deftruction  in  a moment  ; yet,  be- 
caufe  he  is  God,  a being  of  infinite  goodnefs  and 
mercy,  as  well  as  power  and  juftice,  therefore  we  are 
not  confumed,  but  fpared  year  after  year,  under  all 
our  provocations  of  his  juftice  ; and  not  only  fo, 
but  we  are  loaded  with  benefits  from  his  liberal  hand, 
even  while  we  abufe  them  to  the  difhonor  of  his 
o’reat  name. 


We 
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We  have  the  greateil  reafon  to  fay,  that  his  mer- 
cies are  great,  and  that  he  hath  not  dealt  with  us 
after  our  fins,  nor  rewarded  us  according  to  our  in- 
iquities. So  great  is  he  in  mercy,  and  fo  ready  to 
pardon,  that  he  turns  away  his  anger  from  his  rebel- 
lious creatures,  whom  he  corrects  for  their  fins,  upon 
their  fuppiication  for  mercy,  and  the  appearance  of 
repentance.  Thus,  when  the  Ninevites  believed  his 
w^ord,  by  the  prophet  denouncing  their  deftruc- 
tion,  and  humbled  themfelves  by  prayer  and  failing, 
(though  it  cannot  be  fuppofecl  that  their  repentance 
was  unto  life,  but  only  a w^orldly  forrow  and  out- 
ward reformation,  occafioned  by  the  apprehenfion  of 
impending  ruin)  God  mercifully  fpared  them  ; and 
in  like  manner  he  often  forgave  his  chofen  people, 
and  turned  away  his  anger  from  them,  w^hen  they 
confefTed  their  fms,  and  humbled  themfelves  before 
him,  even  when  they  were  infincere  in  their  profeh 
lions  of  forrow  and  repentance-^when  they  lied  to 
him  with  their  tongues,  and  flattered  him  with  their 
lips,  yet  he  forgave  them,  and  did  not  execute  upon 
them  all  the  fiercenefs  of  his  wrath. 

In  punifhing  finful  nations,  the  great  power  of 
God,  in  all  its  operations,  is  under  the  direction  of 
unerring  wifdom  and  impartial  juftice,  and  his  judg- 
ments are  tempered  with  mercy.  However  great 
the  calamities  they  fuffer,  they  are  puniflied  lefs  than 
their  iniquities  deferve.  The  divine  nature  is  infi- 
nitely remote  from  that  iiifatiable  revenge  and  cru- 
elty which  poffefs  the  breafls  of  weak,  imperfefl,  fin-^ 
ful  men  : fuch  fury  is  not  in  him.  The  judgments 
inflifled  on  his  finful  creatures  are,  in  their  nature 
and  defign,  difeiplinary,  adapted  to  promote  their 
good,  by  making  them  fenfible  of  their  fin  and 
folly  in  departing  from  him,  and  recovering  them 
to  the  way  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace.  It  is  not  for 
his  pleafure,  but  for  their  profit  that  he  afllicls  them  ; 
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it  is  to  make  them  wife,  fober,  and  virtuous.  And 
when  the  end  of  .divine  correclion  is  anfwered',  the 
rod  is  removed,  and  they  are  reftored  to  his  favor, 
and  treated  with  marks  of  kindnefs  and  tender 
mercy.  God  has  no  pleafure  in  the  mifery  of  his 
finful  creatures,  but  his  defire  is  that  they  would  re- 
turn unto  him  and  be  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
favor.  So  great  is  his  mercy  to  thofe  who  have  for- 
faken  him,  and  by  their  evil  deeds  provoked  him  to 
anger,  that  like  the  compaffionate  father  of  the  prod- 
igal, he  meets  them  with  bowels  of  mercy,  receives 
them  with  loving  kindnefs  as  if  they  had  not  offend- 
ed, and  confers  upon  them  tokens  of  diilinguifhing 
goodnefs.  The  invariable  conduct  of  his  providence 
as  well  as  our  own  experience  confirm  the  truth  of 
the  pofition  in  the  text. 

But  on  the  contrary,  the  tender  mercies  of  men 
are  cruelty.  Their  revenge  is  brutal  rage, which  has 
no  other  reftraint  or  limits  but  the  want  of  power  ^ 
It  is  cruel  as  death,  and  infat iable  as  the  grave. 
There  are  no  creatures  in  this  world  fo  inimical  and 
cruel  to  one  another  as  men  are.  When  their  paf- 
hons  are  kindled  into  rage, they  will  treat  thofe  who 
are  the  objefis  of  their  refentment  like  furious  beads 
of  prey,  or  devils  incarnate,  rather  than  rational 
beings,  and  brethren  of  the  fame  family  ; and  not 
fatisfied  with  killing  thofe  they  hate,  will  rack  their 
invention  to  put  them  to  the  mod  exquifite  tortures, 
the  bare  recital  of  which  is  enough  to  freeze  the  blood 
and  harrow  up  the  foul  of  one  who  has  any  feel- 
ings of  humanity.  Were  we  to  form  our  judgment 
of  the  origcin  of  the  human  race  from  their  treatment 
of  one  another,  we  fhould  be  ready  to  think  they 
are  the  children  of  Moloch,  rather  than  the  offspring 
of  the  infinitely  benevolent  Deity  ; who  wills  that 
all  his  children  iliould  dvrell  together  in  unity  as  be- 
cometh  brethren.  From  this  view  of  the  depravity 
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of  human  nature,  the  immortal  Milton  makes  this 
pathetic  exclamation  : 

O fhame  to  men  ! Devil  with  devil  damn’d 
Firm  concord  holds,  men  only  difagree 
Of  creatures  rational,  though  under  hope 
Of  heavenly  grace,  and  God  proclaiming  peace. 

Yet  live  in  hatred,  enmity,  and  ftrife, 

1 Wafting  the  earth,  each  other  to  deftroy. 

It  were  to  be  wiflied  for  the  honor  of  human  na- 
ture that  this  was  only  the  language  of  declamation, 
but  indifputable  fa6ls  prove  it  to  be  a fad  reality. 
Ihe  miferies  which  proceed  from  pride,  ambition 
and  revenge,  have  in  all  ages  made  this  earth  a field 
of  flaughter  and  a valley  of  tears.  From  the  firfi; 
murderer,  Cain,  down  to  the  prefen t day,  the  hiftory 
of  mankind  prefents  to  our  view  a continued  feries 
of  hatred,  enmity  and  ftrife  ; treacheries,  treafons, 
rapine,  aflafiinations,  murder  and  indifcriminate 
carnage.  And  what  is  remarkable,  thofe  nations 
which  have  made  the  greateft  boaft  of  their  civiliza- 
tion and  humanity,  ftand  firft  in  the  black  catalogue, 
and  have  exceeded  other  nations  as  much  in  the  arts 
of  cruelty  as  in  civilization.  For  inftance,the  French 
have  long  been  confidered  as  the  model  of  politenefs 
and  humanity  to  all  Europe,  yet  by  the  account  of 
the  conduct  of  their  armies  in  Germany, which  is  in- 
duftrioufly  propagated  in  this  country  under  the 
title  of  the  Cannibars  Progrefs^  they  have  committed 
fuch  afls  of  favage  barbarity  as  are  a difgrace  to  hu- 
man nature.  Indeed  fome  facts  are  fo  contrary  to 
nature,  and  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  gratification  of 
thofe  brutal  lufts  which  reign  in  the  moft  degenerate 
of  the  human  race,  that  to  an  impartial  reader  they 
carry  in  them  their  own  confutation,  and  muft  ap- 
pear to  be  publiflied  for  a particular  purpofe  at  the 
prefent  crifis  of  our  public  affairs.  No  doubt  the 
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lawlefs,  unprincipled  foldiery  in  their  armies  have 
been  guilty  of  deteftable  acts  of  violence  and  barbar- 
ity ; but  this  is  not  peculiar  to  them ; nations  who 
make  as  high  pretenfions  to  civilization  and  polite- 
nefs  have  equalled  them  in  like  violences,  not  ex- 
cepting even  thofe  who  are  moft  celebrated  for  their 
humanity.  The  Britilh  boaft  of  their  fuperior  brave- 
ry in  war  and  their  humanity  to  the  conquered,  yet 
among  a multitude  of  inftances  of  the  barbarities  com- 
mitted by  their  foldiery  on  the  defencelefs  inhabit- 
ants of  thofe  countries  into  which  they  have  carried 
their  arms,  to  mention  but  one  will  be  fufficient,  and 
which  it  is  prefumed  will  appear  to  the  impartial 
fully  equal  to  the  Cannibal’s  Progrefs.  It  is  the  ac- 
count  given  by  their  own  celebrated  hiftorian  Hume, 
of  the  progrefs  of  the  Britilh  army  in  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1745.  After  the  rebels,  as 
they  are  called,  were  fubdued  in  the  battle  of  Prefton- 
pans,  he  fays,  In  the  month  of  May,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  marched  his  armies  into  the  Highlands 
as  far  as  Fort  Auguflus,  where  he  encamped,  and 
fent  off  detachments  on  all  hands  to  hunt  down  the 
fugitives,  and  lay  w’-afte  the  country  with  .fire  and 
fword.  The  Caftles  of  Glengary  and  Lochiel  were 
plundered  and  burned  ; every  houfe,  hut  and  habi- 
tation met  with  the  fame  fate  without  diftindion  ; 
all  the  cattle  were  carried  off.  The  men  were  either 
Ihot  upon  the  mountains  like  wild  beafts,  or  put  to 
death  in  cold  blood,  without  form  of  trial ; the  wo- 
men, after  having  feen  their  hufbands  and  fathers 
murdered,  were  fubjugated  to  brutal  violation,  and 
then  turned  out  naked  with  their  children  to  ftarve 
on  the  barren  heath.  One  whole  family  was  im 
clofed  in  a barn  and  confumed  to  afties.  Thefe 
minifters  of  vengeance,  he  adds,  were  fo  alert  in  the 
execution  of  their  office,  that  in  a few^  days,  there 
was  neither  houfe,  cottage,  man  nor  beaft  to  be  feen 
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in  the  compafs  of  fifty  miles.  Nor  did  the  cruelty 
ftop  there  ; fifty  officers  were  dragged  in  captivity 
to  a flrange  country  ; denied  the  privilege  of  trial 
in  the  country  where  the  a^  of  treafon  was  faid  to 
have  been  committed,  and  there,  far  from  their 
friends  and  connexions,  and  deftitute  of  means  to 
produce  evidence  in  their  favor,  even  if  they  had 
been  innocent  of  the  charge,  being  found  guilty, 
fufiered  an  ignominious  death.  Notwithfianding 
they  pleaded  on  their  trial,  that  they  fubmitted  on 
the  promife  of  pardon.  Lord  Mansfield  faid  it  availed 
them  not,  though  in  the  fame  breath,  he  aflures  the 
parliament  that  the  commanding  officer  had  full 
power  to  receive  their  fubmiffion  and  to  grant 
pardon.” 

If,  then,  the  armies  of  a nation  famed  for  their  hu- 
manity, have  committed  barbarities  of  which  favages 
would  be  affiamed,  and  which  we  in  this  country 
have  experienced  in  the  late  revolutionary  war, 
what  may  we  not  expect  from  the  French  foldiery, 
fliould  we  be  invaded  by  them,  whofe  barbarity  ex- 
ceeds even  that  of  cannibals,  if  we  are  credulous 
enough  to  believe  the  unfubftantiated  accounts  now 
in  circulation  ? 

It  is  remote  from  my  defign  to  criminate  either 
the  French  or  Britifh  nations.  The  great  body  of 
the  people  in  thofe  nations,  are  brave,  humane  and 
generous,  and  no  doubt  condemn  and  deteft  fuch 
barbarities  as  much  as  wc  do ; but  they  have  it  not 
in  their  power  to  prevent  them.  They  have  no 
hand  in  the  affairs  of  the  civil  government,  or  the 
regulation  of  their  armies,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
unjuft  to  take  our  idea  of  the  character  of  a nation 
from  the  conduct  of  a licentious  foldiery,  or  to  en- 
tertain an  odium  of  them  on  that  account.*  To  hate 
other  nations  is  no  teft  of  love  to  our  own  country. 
For  the  bafeft  communities  deteff  their  enemies 
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the  moft.  Noble  nations  refpe<^5  and  favage  tribes 
devour,  each  other.’^ 

My  only  view  in  fetting  before  you  the  inftances  of 
cruelty  mentioned  is  to  fhowthe  wifdom  of  the  choice 
of  judgments  ir"  le  by  the  royal  fpeaker  in  the  text, 
rather  to  be  fubjecfed  to  thofe  which  are  the  miorc 
immediate  afts  of  divine  power,  than  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  men,  and  to  be  fubjugated  to  their  fove- 
reign  pleafure ; becaufe  the  hiftory  of  all  ages,  as 
well  as  our  own  experience,  teaches  that  we  may  not 
expedl  any  favor  from  men,  and  that  if  we  fall  into 
their  hands,  nothing  hiort  of  our  deftruclion  will  fa- 
tiate  their  vengeance  and  boundlefs  luft  of  power. 
No  doubt,  if  either  the  French  or  Britifh  govern- 
ment, the  modern  Rome  and  Carthage,  had  fecond 
caufes  at  their  command,  fuch  is  their  implacable 
enmity  to  each  other,  they  would  exterminate  their 
rival  power,  either  by  finking  them  wdth  an  earth- 
quake into  the  depths  of  the  lea,  or  commanding 
the  clouds  that  they  fhould  give  no  rain  upon  them, 
or  fending  peftilence  into  all  their  borders.  The 
mofi:  humble  fubmifiion,  and  importunate  fupplica- 
tion  for  mercy  would  not  avail.  The  language  of 
revenge  would  be,  Carthago  eft  delenda  ; that  hoftile, 
perfidious  nation  muft  be  blotted  out  of  exiftence  to 
iecure  our  own  tranquillity  ; but  both  the  word  and 
providence  of  God  teach  us  that  we  may  expect  more 
favorable  treatment  from  him — that,  how  many  or 
aggravated  foever  our  offences  againft  him  are,  upon 
our  confefiion  and  reformation,  he  will  turn  away 
his  anger  and  receive  us  with  tender  pity. 

Let  us  then  deprecate,  as  the  moft  dreadful  judg- 
ment, our  falling  into  the  hands  of  men,  and  being 
abandoned  to  the  power  of  a licentious,  brutal  fold- 
iery,  who,  inured  to  fcenes  of  blood  and  carnage, 
ftecled  againft  every  fentiment  of  humanity,  freed 
if  om  the  reftraints,  of  civil  law  and  government,  and 
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incited  by  their  leaders  to  every  of  vengeance, 
would  fpare  neither  the  hoary  head,  the  delicate  wo- 
man, nor  the  helplefs  infant  ; and  let  us  humbly  be- 
feech  our  merciful  God  and  Father  to  take  us  into 
his  own  hand,  and  to  correct  us  b"\kis  more  imme- 
diate judgments.  And  may  the  curreclion  we  are 
under  at  prefent,  be  effeflual  to  anfwer  the  gracious 
delign  for  which  it  is  appointed— to  awaken  this  de- 
generate people  to  a "erious  confideration  of  their 
ways,  and  a juft  apprehenfton  of  the  ruin  which 
awaits  them,  as  the  certain  confequence  of  fin,  finally 
perfifted  in,  and  to  difpofe  them  to  return  to  him 
who  is  fmiting  them,  and  with  fhame  and  forrow 
confefs  before  him  that  they  have  finned  and  done 
wickedly,  and  that  he  is  righteous  in  his  judgments, 
refolving,  in  a dependence  on  his  grace,  that  wherein 
they  have  done  wickedly  they  will  do  fo  no  more. 

O that  there  were  fuch  a heart  in  this  people. 
Every  friend  to  his  country  wifties  it.  The  merci- 
ful God  wifties  it.  — Then  would  the  prefent  difmal 
fcene  foon  be  changed — the  dark  cloud  which  over- 
fpreads  our  political  horizon,  big  with  threatening 
dangers,  would  be  difpelled,  and  light  arife  to  us  in 
darknefs,  and  our  public  tranquillity  be  lengthened  ; 
which  may  God  grant  for  his  mercy’s  fake,  through 
Jefus  Chrift. AMEN. 
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